
CLUB OFFICERS
Jack Fitzgerald ,  President  (748-4428)
Willis  L. Platt , Vice-President  (723-2658)
Chris Daniel , Treasurer  (648-3283)
Jerry Knapp ,  Sec retary  

TEAM CAPTAINS
Binghamton  #1, Pete Matwey
Binghamton  #2, Harry Newbury
Marathon, Jerry Knapp
Sporterifle,  Will Platt

CLUB GUARDIAN
Willis  M. Platt

CLUB QUARTERMASTER
Jan Makoske

CLUB WEB MASTER
Doug Murray

GENERAL CLUB MEETING
The  Annual Club Me e ting
for the  e le c tion of Office rs
will be  he ld on We dne sday,
May 11th,  s tarting  at 7:30
PM. This  is  the  m os t
im portant m e e ting  of the
ye ar and all m e m be rs  are
urge d to atte nd and
participate.

CLUB WEB SITE/E-MAIL
Thanks  to the  e fforts  of Doug
Murray the  c lub has  an e xce lle nt

we b s ite .  It is  a g re at way to ke e p up
with what is going on at the club. 
The site address is  
www.binghamtonrifleclub.org

Doug  our we b m as te r would like  to
re ce ive  sug g e s tions  from  the
m e m be rship as  to what the y would
like to see added to the site.

CLUB NEWSLETTER
If you have  re ce ive d this  ne ws le tte r
by m ail and have  an e m ail ple ase
se nd it to m e  so we  can we  can add
you to the electronic mailing.
wlplatt@attglobal.net  , Thanks

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
This  spring  has  be e n a ve ry busy tim e  at
the  c lub with all of the  ac tivitie s  that
have  take n place  plus  the  flood.  I would
like  to thank all of the  c lub m e m be rs
who turne d out to support this  ac tivity,
with you the  c lub jus t could not run and
the  work would not g e t done .  I would
also like  to thank the  Broom e  County
Sportm e n’s  Assoc iation for offe ring  to
conduct the  se cond day of our State
Cham pionship which was  ne ce ssary to
cancel because of the flood.

I would also like  to e ncourag e  e ve ryone
who can m ake  it to com e  out to the
important Annual Meeting on May 11 th.

Jack
Fitzgerald
President
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CLUB MEMBERSHIP
We  would like  to we lcom e  som e
ne w m e m be rs  to the  c lub.  The y are
Bill Casale ,  Mike  Hanag an,
Ale xande r Hanson,  Bruce  Hanson,
Dave  Hibbard,  Walte r Jone s ,  Tom
Koziol,  Alison Le shinsky,  Harlan
Mosse r,  Be n Olive r,  Lawre nce
Space ,  Susan Space ,  John Sche ring ,
and Chris Utyro .

CLUB DUES
The re  is  s till  som e  of the
m e m be rship that ne e ds  to pay the ir
due s .  If you fall into this  cate g ory
ple ase  m ake  your che ck out to the
Bing ham ton Rifle  Club,  and m ail it
to  P.  O.  Box 823,  Bing ham ton,  NY
13902-0823.

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS - 200 5
This year’s Club Champion and Top
Guns are:
JUNIOR CHAMPIONS
Matt  Giswold  - .22 Prone Rifle
Mike Armstrong – Sporterifle,  3

Position Air Rifle and Precision
Air Rifle

JUNIOR TOP GUNS
Joe Brady  – Sporterifle  and

Precision Air Rifle
Mike Armstrong - .22 Prone Rifle

and 3 Position Air Rifle
Kurt Hakola  – NYS American Legion

Championship 3-P Team

SPORTERIFLE  CHAMPION
Kevin Brown

SPORTERIFLE  TOP GUN
Pete Matwey

The re  we re  no pis tol cham pionships

conducte d this  ye ar due  to inc le m e nt
weather and no time to reschedule.

SPAGHETTI DINNER
Our annual spag he tti dinne r to
honor the  Club Cham pion and Top
Guns  for the  ye ar was  atte nde d by
51 hung ry m e m be rs  and g ue s ts .  It
was  anothe r succe s s ful and
e njoyable  e ve ning  for e ve ryone .
This  was  the  re sult of all the  e fforts
put forth by a de dicate d g roup of
pe ople .  The y are  He le ne
Quacke nbush for the  de corations ,
Broom e  County Sportsm e n’s  Club
for the  loan of the ir chairs  and
table s ,  Mary Matwe y for cooking
g re at spag he tti sauce ,  m e atballs ,
sausag e s  and salads ,  Carol Fish for
the  de lic ious  hom e m ade  g arlic
bre ad,  Jim  Bate s  for his  as sortm e nt
of fine  hom e  m ade  wine s ,  Tom
Tam blyn for his  award winning
cham pag ne ,  Pat Mitche ll for the
hors  d’oe uvre s  and Le ah Ne wbury’s
des serts to top off the dinner off.

Pete
Matwey

LIFE MEMBER AWARD
At the  annual dinne r in March the
Bing ham ton Rifle  Club be s towe d
Life  Me m be rship in the  c lub upon
JIM BATES.  Am ong  his  m any
attribute s ,  Jim  was  honore d for his
m any ye ars  of outs tanding
le ade rship and g uidance  to the  c lub
and its  m e m be rs  and for his
shooting  accom plishm e nts  and
de dicate d coaching  to all who e njoy
the  shooting  sports .  Jim  is  a Club
Cham pion and a Top Gun in e ve ry
way.

CLUB ELECTIONS
The  c lub e le c tion of office rs  will be
he ld at the  May 11th.  Annual
Me e ting .  If you would like  to
volunte e r to run for office  contac t
Harry Ne wbury,  chairm an of the
nom inating  com m itte e .  We  are
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always looking for new blood.

INTERNATIONAL SECTIONALS
The  Inte rnational Se c tionals  in fre e
pis tol,  air pis tol and s tandard pis tol
we re  conducte d on March 19th and
20 th.

Bob Poupard,  the  m atch dire c tor,
wishe s  to thank all of the  volunte e rs
who came out to help run the match.

NYS PISTOL CHAMPIONSHIPS
The  southe rn se c tion of the  Ne w
York State  Indoor Pis tol
Cham pionship was  sche dule d to be
conducte d on April 2nd and 3rd.  The
m atch on Saturday we nt off without
a hitch,  but on Sunday you would
have  re quire d wade rs  as  the  c lub
was  floode d for the  s e cond tim e  in
se ve n m onths .  Jim  Fish
re sche dule d the  se cond day of
shooting  afte r the  wate r re ce de d
and the club was cleaned up.

Jim  Fish,  the  m atch dire c tor,  wishe s
to thank all of the  volunte e rs  who
came out to help run the match.

THE FLOOD OF 2005
On Sunday,  April 3rd the re  was  30
inche s  of wate r ins ide  our c lub.  To
g ive  you a pe rspe c tive  of 30 inche s ,
it’s  the  he ig ht of the  bottom  of the
table  in the  c lub.  The  flood
inte rrupte d the  2005 NYS Indoor
Pis tol Cham pionships  be ing  he ld at
the  c lub.  The  m atch was  to be  he ld
Saturday and Sunday,  but the
shoote rs  s che dule d for Sunday had
to wait two we e ks  to finish the
match. 

Fortunate ly,  on Saturday Jim  Fish,
the  m atch dire c tor,  was  paying
c lose  atte ntion to the  we athe r
re ports .  We  had a sm all cre w on
hand to put e ve rything  on top of
table s ,  the  counte r and othe r hig h

place s  whe re  we  thoug ht it would be
safe .  Jim  Fish had about 1,500
pounds  of bulle ts  in pape r boxe s
that he  and Je rry Knapp put on top
of the table.

On Monday,  April 4th at 8 PM the
wate r had re ce de d be low the  le ve l
of the  c lub floor.  I spe nt 5 ½  hours
c le aning  up 3 g arbag e  cans  of sog g y
targ e ts  and pushing  wate r out the
back door.  On Tue sday and
We dne sday we  had work cre ws  to
c le anup the  c lub.  We  we re
e xtre m e ly fortunate  to have  Guy
Wilson and Don Be nne dum  bring
down the ir shop vacs  to aid in the
c le an up.  I would like  to thank all
the  pe ople  who as s is te d in the  c le an
up.  We  we re  able  to g e t the  c lub
back in shape  for a m atch the
following  Friday.  I should lis t your
nam e s ,  but you know who you are .  I
couldn’t m ake  the  We dne sday work
party,  but one  fe llow broug ht a
profe s s ional floor-c le aning
m achine .  I was  told it was
awesome.

Harry Newbury

FRIENDS OF NRA
The  12th.Annual Southe rn Tie r
Frie nds  of NRA Banque t was  he ld on
April 7th at the  Kalurah Te m ple ,  625
Dickson Stre e t,  Endicott.  Ove r
$14,750 worth of g uns ,  g un
acce s sorie s ,  cam ping  e quipm e nt,
hunting  and fishing  e quipm e nt,
house  de corations ,  a bicyc le  and
g ift ce rtificate s  we re  g ive n away,
auc tione d or raffle d off.  It was  an
im pre ss ive  am ount of s tuff that
found its  way into num e rous  willing
hands.

I am  the  Tre asure r,  so I have  acce s s
to the  fig ure s .  We  m ade  $14,624 on
this  ye ar’s  banque t.  This  m e ans
$7,312 can be  spe nt on local
shooting  prog ram s  for youth,
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shooting  sports  and rang e
im prove m e nt.  The  sam e  am ount
g oe s  to National prog ram s .  So all of
the profit s  goes  back into our sport.

In 12 ye ars  we  have  m ade  $157,554.
That’s  $78,777 g oing  into local
prog ram s .  Our re turning  targ e t
sys te m  was  one  of the  e arly g rant
re c ipie nts ,  $739,  as  I re call.  Our
Ve nturing  junior prog ram  has  be e n
a subs tantial be ne fic iary of g rants
in recent years.

In the  las t 5 ye ars ,  e nding  in 2004,
the re  we re  $42,175 in g rants  to
Bing ham ton Are a org anizations ,
inc luding  Bade n Powe ll
Counc il-Boy Scouts  of Am e rica,
Bing ham ton Gun Club,  Broom e
County Sportsm e n Assoc iation,
Tiog a County Sportsm e n
Assoc iation,  Ve s tal Am e rican
Le g ion and Whitne y Point
Sportsm e n Assoc iation.  In addition,
the re  we re  $30,810 in g rants  g ive n
to shooting  and e ducational
prog ram s ,  inc luding  Eddie  Eag le ,
NRA Rang e  De partm e nt,  NRA Youth
Prog ram s ,  National 4-H Shooting
Sports  Foundation,  Re fuse  to be  a
Victim and Women on Target.

On the  g rant form s  it says ,  “The
National Rifle  Assoc iation continue s
to be  the  g re ate s t frie nd that
re spons ible ,  law abiding ,  Am e rican
g un owne rs  e ve r had.  For m ore
inform ation on volunte e r
opportunitie s ,  the  Frie nds  of NRA
fundrais ing  prog ram  and g rant
awards ,  as  we ll as  othe r im portant
NRA prog ram s  and se rvice s  ple ase
contac t your NRA Fie ld
Re pre se ntative ,  Jay Rusnock,  P.O.
Box 943,  Wapping e r Falls ,  NY
12590,  Phone  845-298-7233,  e m ail 
jaurusnock@nrahq.org .” Jay is  kind
of busy,  so you can ask m e ,  Pe te

Matwe y,  Willy Platt or Jack
Fitzg e rald.  The y’ll s te e r you in the
right direction.

Harry J.
Newbury
BRC Team 2
Captain and
Friends of NRA
Treasurer

JUNIOR ACTIVITY
Anothe r safe  and succe ss ful junior rifle
safe ty and m arksm anship prog ram  has
jus t com ple te d its  indoor prac tice s  and
m atche s .  The  juniors  com pe te  as  a te am
in the  NYS Am e rican Le g ion air rifle
le ag ue ,  fire  for awards  in sporte rifle ,
CMP sm allbore  rifle  (.22s ) and in
sm allbore  prone  and 3 pos ition.  The y
also had a m uch be tte r turn out for the
Club Cham pionship Matche s  this  ye ar
than all of the  Club’s  adult m e m be rs
com bine d!! The  juniors  who are  up to
the  challe ng e  now m ove  outdoors  and
shoot at the  Broom e  County
Sportsm e n’s  Assoc iation (BCSA) 50 yard
rang e  with .22 calibe r rifle s .  We  are
thankful to BCSA for pe rm iss ion to use
the ir rang e  for our juniors .  The  outdoor
shooting  is  prim arily prac tice  for the
2005 Em pire  State  Gam e  tryouts  in June
and be yond,  but any young ste r m ay
join,  and le arn what 3 pos ition targ e t
shooting  is  all about.  Jus t contac t Pe te
Matwe y at 723-1418 to find out prac tice
dates, etc.

The  BRC Junior Prog ram  has  re ce ive d a
$2,084.00 g rant for 2005 from  the
Frie nds  of NRA throug h the  NRA
Foundation.  The se  funds  will be  use d to
purchase  shooting  e quipm e nt,
am m unition,  safe ty ite m s ,  training
m ate rials  and shooting  awards  for the
juniors  who partic ipate  in the  prog ram .
If you have  som e  juniors  (ag e s  12
throug h 21) in m ind who would like  to
le arn to shoot,  the  prog ram  is  always
ope n to ne w kids ,  Jus t call Pe te .  The
future  of the  shooting  sports  is  in our
junior shooters.
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Pete
Matwey
Jr.
Coordina
tor

SPORTERIFLE
The  c lub’s  Ne w York State
Sporte rifle  te am  had a g ood finish
this  ye ar com pe ting  in the  top
le ag ue .  The y had a 12 win – 9 los s
re cord for a third place  tie .  The ir
ave rag e  was  fourth be s t in the  e ntire
state. 

The  te am  is  looking  to do be tte r
ne xt fall,  but we  ne e d he lp.  We  are
always  looking  for ne w m e m be rs  so
g e t your squirre l rifle  and com e  on
out.  If you do not have  a .22 calibe r
rifle  the  c lub has  som e  you can use .
The  le ag ue  will s tart up ag ain in
Se pte m be r.  The  te am  shoots  on
Monday nig hts  s tarting  at 6:30 or
there about.

NOTE:
Che ck the  we b s ite  for any poss ible
additions or changes.  

CLUB IMPROVEMENTS
We  are  m aking  plans  to accom plish
se ve ral proje c ts  in June  and July
this  ye ar.  Ple ase  call Jack
Fitzg e rald at 748-4428 to offe r your
help on the following:
RESTROOMS  RENOVATION  TO BE
FINISHED
PAINT OUTSIDE WALLS
UPGRADE BACKSTOP
PAINT INTERIOR FLOORS.
UPDATE ELECTRICAL CIRCUITS

CLUB ACTIVITIES/EVENTS
                                                   

Gen. Mtg. & Election of Officers

 May 11 th.
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